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literature. Complementary in a measure to his
reading was the production of some twenty essays
or book reviews, the more notable of which were
essays on "Liberal Education" and "Myths of
the New World," published in the "North Ameri-
can Review"; and reviews in the "New York
World " of Lewes's " History of Philosophy," Mot-
ley's "United Netherlands," Lessing's "Nathan
the Wise" (in which Fiske's religious ideas are
clearly indicated), Froude's "Short Stories on
Great Subjects," Freeman's "Norman Conquest,"
Max Miiller's "Chips from a German Workshop,"
Taine's "Philosophy of Art," and George Eliot's
"Spanish Gipsy."

Some of these papers were republished by Fiske
in his volumes of essays; all were characterized by
a wealth of learning bearing upon the several sub-
jects treated, and also by a spirit of judicial fair-
ness in statement and discussion that reminds one
of that master of critical style, Sainte-Beuve.

We have also to note that at this time there was
shaping in his mind the project of a work about the
size Of the first volume of Buckle's "History of
Civilization in England," to be entitled "Studies
in Philosophy"; a work "that would be an illus-
tration, though by no means a mere exposition, of
the views of Mr. Spencer."

During the latter part of the year Fiske in-
dulged in a bit of polemical criticism that attracted
no little attention at the time, and which showed
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